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SCOVILL BRASS WORKS 10 BRASS MILL CENTER MALL
1802 ~ 7997

: Thr Scovill Brass Works was established at the East Main and Mill Streets, Wateroury. Connecticut, as Abei Porter
& Zompany in 18C2. Early production included buttons, coins, whale oil lamps and cormage iiim.

ir the 1840's Scovill's began producing daguerrectypes on the site, through the use of metal imats; preservers
and ¢ siiver .or copper rmethod patented by the French inventor, Da Guerre, in 1839, By 1374 Scovill's
snotography division earned nearly as much in orofits as the brass business. Multiple corporations were formed
to operate different seciors of the business and consolidated into The Scovill Manuiactuiing Company in 185C.
LML Scovill was the first President of the Company.

During WW! and WWiIi, Scovill produced shell casings for the war effcrts and in 1$45, employed more thon
12,000 people on the site. Thereaiter, the prass industry went on a decline.

In 1976. Scovill sold the business and site fo Century Brass Products, Inc. Century cpzarated the brass business for
acout a decade and filed bankruptcy in the 1980's. The 90 acre site was sold in the late 1980's o a group of
* California invesiors.

in the early 199G's, representatives of the State of Connecticut, the City of Waterbury and the City's econoimic
deveiopment agency, The Naugatuck Valley Development Corporation (NVDC), developed a plan to
demoiish the faciory buildings, conduct an environmental cleanup of the site and reuse the land for a reglonol
shopping mall. Brass Center, Lid (BCL), a non-profit corporation, was formed o oversee the work.

The wooden plaque on which this history is placed was part of a 200 year old pine tree called “the heart of
" ping", one of about ten 120" ieng wocden beams used as roof trusses of Scovill building #32. Scovill building
#32 was constructed in about 1881 and noteworthy tor its imassive cpen span area made possibie by the huge
fimbers thai were roof trusses. i and others were cut from pine frees planted in southern foresis in akbout 1665, -
moeoie than 110 years before the formation of our country in 1776. BCL preservec the roof beams and donated
them for later use by the Mystic Seaport for reconstruction »f carly 18%h and 19" sailing vessels. The Mystic
Seanocrt Corporation used one of the beams and cut this ploque from the scrop leffover and donated them
back to BCL for use as souvenirs for those involved in the project. NVDC conated the restoration and re-
cronzing of the stars in 1996.

wWhen building #32 was constructed, this was o common building practice to prevent the weight of the roof
from forcing the exierior wails apart, through the use of long threaded steel rods, holding the building exterior
walis from bowing out and fastened the rods outside the brick exterior walls with decorclive plates. The plates
on building #32 were consfructed in the form of a star aftached to the rods.

A totai of $36 million in State and Federal funds wete securec by NVDC and the City and used for the
ciemolition and cleon up of the site end an industrial use site. Tne project was compieted with the significant
help of Governors Lowell P. Weicker and John G. Rowland, Moyor Edaward D. Bergin, Jr., Senator Christopher .
Dadd, Congressmen Gary F. Frenks and James H. Maloney and a team of the Waterbury Legisiative delegaiion
cf State Representatives and Senators, oificicls from the Connecticut DEP, DED, DPW, werking with the US EPA,
DOD and the Army Corps of engineers, and Wateroury's Alderman, Waterbury's Corporation Counsel Attorneys
and Waterbury's regulatory agencies, dll in cooperation with NVDC and BCL to redevelop the urban industrial
site for re-deveiopment on fiime anad under budget. A large number of volunteer direciors of NVDC and BCL
contribuied o the success of this project. ~ ~

Srass Center, Lid, successfuily completed demolition and cleanup, according to DEP and EPA standards. in
i

?96 and the 9C acre site wos puichased by General Growth Properiies, Inc.. which buiit the Brass Cenier Maii,
with piivate funds and opened in 1997.

Seeember, 2002
Recognition of Historie Parspectives, Qne. for this Aisiory is mads. o Bresy Centex, fid.
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